Signs of the times

In Mlatthew chaptior 14 |esiis way
guked by Hizs discples what would
be the slgn of His coming and the
end of the world. Far nearly two
thousand years penpke have
awilied the Secand Advent of
[estiz Chirist gnd now, with the
new millermium rapidly
approaching, the sutie questians
are being saked with o greaies
sete of rgeTicy

While no muan knows the doy or
hour of the Lord's retum, Paul
weriies; "Bl of the times and the
srasnna. bietliren, ye have no nesd
that [ write unks veu. Far
yourselves know perfectly that the
day ef the Lord so cometh as 2
thief in the night For whesn they
shall sy, Peace and safeny; then
sudden destriction cormeth upon
them, as travail tupors & warran
with child; smd thiey shisll ot
eocape. Buf ye, brethren ard.not in
durkness that that day whould
overtake you o a thief "

[t Theskalonbing §:1-.4)

We believe the Bible gives
sigms af the imminent

return of Jesus Chrst.

in this comteat, the Gieak swapd for
“travatl” in oadin sod relem b the
anguish and dire calamitles
preceding the coming af the
Messizh being like the puin of
childbirth or brthpangs, As with
labour paine, the eignd relating to
thie rerum of Jesus Christ will
inticrease b frequency and
HitenELy

This article will briefly consider
somer of these signs

“Anid ye shuill hear of warn
and ripmours of war: . For
rathon shall rise agalnsl nation.

and kingdom against kingdom:*
(Matthew 24:6,7)

In this veree. the G ek wond o
"nation” {8 ethids suid s the arigtn
of the Enghish word “ethaiic™, The
wird translstcd "kingdom”
desctibes @ redlm of political amd
miditury influence or country
Jesus' ststement therefore,
decribes 2o (ncrepe i bol)y
ethnifc [civil wars) and
iriternational wara

According to the “State of the
Waorld Atlas®, during 1ggy4 there
were |2 major srmed-conflicts
amouned the worbid. A recenit
editorial i Time magaeineg
reparied there are pow more than
double this murmber and mest of
thern wre ethnic wan. There ase
ik mare comilcts aoournng
arntitiel e world than 16 gy
other tme in histosy

Ethric cofillicts thit hid been
repressed Ty the heawy=hinded
Sorlet governmient suddenly
eripted whien the Soviet Unikan
cullapsed tn o1 Many experts
conslder this as 8 major threat to
world peace znd security, These
former Sovlet Republics hold Lags
etockpiles of nurlear 36
comventiomal weapons which they
can e wiee 10 thedr omn ethnic
Jattles o sel] toother countries 1o

ratse badly neede Gapital

Oipe general even stated: “We are
convinged that the continuing
exlitence of nuclear weapons in
thie srrmories of fuclesT powers
ani the ever present thieat of
acquisition of these weapons by
athers represent a dear and
present danger o the very
existence of humaniny®,



*_apud there shull be Gmines "
(Matthew 24:7).

According o the Warld Food and
Agricultural Crganiaation. o
million peéple cerrently die of
Ffarvalion EVETy year. 40,000
children die of starvation each day.

The two major Esctors infheencing
thie il ioff Ehie wioeld's food
production to be sufficient 1o avoid
farrtines are populstion growth
{theat in. demand) amd limatic
conditions {that is. supply}.

Thie Burenn of Cesmus World

fan Profile conducied in
1ggh conduded the world's
papulation doubled between 1960
and 1995 and will licreuse from
its present hevwel to about § billion
people over the next quarter
century

The El Nifio cffect i described s,
“the most powerful force driving
global weather patterne.” Earlier
this year north-castern Auntralia,
South Africu, Ethiopia, India and
Indanena suffered severe
droughts. Hurricanes, floods,
psunamis and mudshiden seruck
many countries. The Greenhouse
eftect and glohul wirming is also
taking bte toll with this yesr being
the hottest pver recorded

Comirguently, grain harvests are
not keeping up with world
population growth, There is a
wheat crisls developlig
throuighaut the world. Whete onoe
aver 3 billion bushels were held in
reservet there are now less than
yoo million.

The Food and Agriculture
Crranisation |FAD) say that the
world's ajgrictinral oltpul mus
expand 75% 1o keep up with
demund through the year 301§,

I reality, the graln barvest since
190 hat increased lesa than 136
FAD predict that the warld s
headieng for such a feod crisis that
by the turn of the century s many
&6 yoo million people a year may
be dying of starvation. This
represent an increase of yoo%
on cusrent figures.

“_and pestilences...”
{Maithew 147).

The Greek word here for
'psulm' {0 hndmacs aad [0
indicates a “plague” or “disease.”

The medical warld now posseises
wmore information about infections
disenses than tn aery other Hime ln
history. With the introduction of
imimuintsations and bistter dnigs, |
wai thought that many infections
industrinlized world were under
control. As 4 resull, ecisntist
confidently predicted the demis
of infretious disesses.

This has not bern the case.
Infectious diseases have not only
refused 1o go away but the Latest
daty shows they have increased in
the United States by 535 since
ropfha. and Ut is far worse
throughatt the rest of the warld

Acrarding o the World Health
Oirganisation (WHO). infectious
diseases remain the lesding canse

In the United States alone, sach
vear, approvimately 35% of viis

to physicins sre sttributahle 1o
infections diseases, with direct amd
irudbrect costs edtimated st mione
than U5%1a6 hillion:

Chuslera, tuberculosis, malana,
diphtheris and bubonic plagus
werr ance conildered 1o be under
control in many parts of the workd.
Follvwing an absence of neatly a
centtury, evehs of infection have a1l
increased dramatically bn the past
five vears, infecting mare than
28a million people.

Now straira of bacleria resistant to
common antibiotics represent the
st seriows threat w the global
rosechicil] community for the nese
futre. “The problem s geting
put uf hand and the mplicetions
are dovantating.” wid a spokesman
for WHO. "1 is costing billions
each year fo keep drug-resistant
pizmine under contral and one is
sering reslstance In all manvier of
diseases. For same there k8 no
effective trestment.”

For the second consecutive year,
AIDS was thie lesding cavse of
death among Ameticand 35 10 44
vears old, accomding to the Centres
for Disease Cottrol. In Parie
AIDS accounted for 4o% of all
deaths of males between the ages
of 25 and jo.

The A1DS virus hus now mutabed
producing strains which ure more
readily tramemitted. 1] these new
straine continue 1o spread at their
current rate WHO projects there
will b mome tie milllon adils
andl 1o million children infected
by the year 2000, In the World
Health Organisation’s own wirda:
~AIDS §s spirnfling vt of contral.”
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The tota] scoummslated know|edge
of mankind is doubling every bvo
years. This means. that of all of the
et accumidlabed knrwiedpe of
prean, Bl of o came frim the trme
aof the Garden of Eden to fust twi
yrars dpa, atd the other Hall

since then,

Chir age in & Yamie of
tnprecederied inventlon, space
ruploration, medical sdvancement.
rnatsanal ravel and. above all.
the deseloprient and use of the
tricmochip,

Today's personil computers ane far
maore powerful than the “super
cotmputers® that put man on the
oot The essential trend =

the wpeed of compuicr
mlcroprocessors that are now
‘doubling every 15 mahths and
woam (hat 5 going o be down (o
every g months or lese

Fi the area of wlecoimmunictions,
petwnsion ite now utilising filie
opfic mbdes. The tiom “cable”™ is
mrizleuding. as one of these
“cables” in approxmately the width
of a human k=i Fibre optics has
alresdy passed a threshold where
they are able to tranzmit one
trillfen bits of data through cne of
thrse hair-tke cables in ofic
secomd. Theoretically however,
there i3 Wlmoit no lindl o the
capacity of this mediuwm,

To puit this increase in the volume
of data trupprmission inio
perspective, magine Alling 4
puisseminiy poo] with waier either
using an ordinary garden bove o
placing the pool under Mingara
Falle. This represents the
e difference between the
capacity of ourrent cormpuhes
modems and fibre optics

As apother (lustration, you goild
serid (he {rformatan fram joo
years warth of daily New York
Thmes sewspapers, that ls. every
picture and every letter of tewt,
throtgh 3 filive optlc calde 0 ane
secomnd.

Diviwing the need for these
developmenty in informution
procesiing is the ipid expansion
and demand for sccessing the
Imiernat. A few yoars ago; this was
only used by the US Military,
trutjoir corporations anid
universities fo commect therr
mainfrarne computers together.
Norw milliom aof peaple all over the
world are “surfing the net”, Trends
iridbciite that I the year 1008
mrare than 1 bilhen peaple 2l over
the world will be “on-line®,

The ability 10 purchase goods and
rervices (rort Is1 thie
world a2 the click of a button and
buve the delivered 10 your bodse
fa changing the very nature of
focrety.

[t ® recent development Japanese
researchers implanted 3 computer

chip in the hesd of i cockroach
and were able to contmol the
raach's mation. They sald they
coiidd e the roach 1o get 1o
earthyiake victirs and then
tratininidt back infarmation vis a
mbcro-thiniature e,

Researchers are slso implinting
conrputer chips in homans a0 well
Lf this sounds ke sciesce [ction,
consider that enly a few years ago
the conorpt of cloning was
considered {mpossible; However,
the world has mince witnessed the
cloning of several dnimals.

In Mew Zealand, peseyrchers are
trving fo regreaie & bird that has

beren extinet for goo years. They

are injecting DNA from bores of
the extasset Moy bird o ostrich

egis - shades of Jurasslc Park!

Wamy other aspects could have
been considered - the brealdown
in the whels mem] fibre of society
|2 Timothy 3:1-5), the rier of muny
[alse religlons {(Matthew 214:11),
Ternsalem and the Middle East o
be the focus of world palitics
[Zechiarish rioa.4).

|ty began o conclude His
remirks on the signs of the times
by sayimz “And this gospel of the
kingdom shill be preacheil i all
the world for o witness unto all
nathons; wud then shall the end
came.” (Matthew 24 14),

Peter. when he spoke of the signs
of the times (Acts 3) was asked for
a chear direction on what one
whould do o be sed. He aaid,

* Repent. and be baptized every
ofte of ypu in the name of Jeswes
Christ for the remmsien of siny,
and ye shall reeive the gift of the
Haly Ghost For the promiise ks
unta you, and o your children,
and to-all that are afar off, even as
many as the Lord our God ahall
call And with meny other words
Al bie testlfy arid exhort, wying
Save yourselves from this
untoward generation,”

This bn the unly way of escape
frotn the destruction that |s to
cpme



